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One of my favorite hymns is “God of the Sparrow, God 
of the Whale”, No122 in our hymnal.  Verse three 
says, “God of the rainbow, God of the cross, God of 
the empty grave, How does the creature say Grace, 
How does the creature say Thanks.”  This morning it 
is, for me, “How does the church say Grace, How 
does the preacher say Thanks?”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You showed us much grace at yesterday’s 
reception….and you have allowed us for 11 years to 
live and serve among you, gracefully accepting us, 
frailties and all.  I am left with the question, “How do 
we say thanks?”  We have received far more than we 
have given.  You have been willing to tackle some big 
challenges in order to follow where God called.  Thank 
you for the incredible reception yesterday, for all your 
kindness and support.  But how do we go back 
through the 4000 days before that and all the 
blessings and growth and learning and friendship that 
have filled those days?  There are not adequate 
words.  THANKS FOR THE BLESSINGS, THE 
CHALLENGES, THE PARTNERING IN MINISTRY 

AND THE SHARING OF LIFE AND FAITH. 

I want to share with you the plan for the remainder of 
June.  Let’s begin with the preaching schedule.  Next 
Sunday, June 8, Brenda and Larry are the preachers.  
That day, immediately after worship, we leave for 
Holston Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska, N.C.  

 

 

On June 15, Asa will preach in The Crossing Modern 
Worship and Rev. Ron Hammond will preach in the 
two traditional services.  Ron is a retired pastor who 
attends First UMC.   

On June 22, Rev. Charles Maynard will preach at the 
8:15 Morning Glory service and The Crossing Modern 
Worship.  Charles is our District Superintendent.  At 
the 10:30 sanctuary service, Dr. Greta Smith will be 
the preacher.  Greta is a member of First UMC and is 
following a call to ministry.  She will also bless the 
children’s choirs for their mission week.   

On June 29, Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor will preach at 
the traditional services and her husband, Rev. Rusty 
Taylor will preach at The Crossing.  Each of these 
days will be special and I hope you will make every 
effort to keep our worship strong through this interim.  
It will be a blessing to hear these voices. 

Just a word about  the pastoral work.  Larry, Asa, and 
I remain the pastors until July 1st.  If you have or know 
of needs, please call the office or our cell phones.  We 
will continue to be with you in the hospital, at home, or 
wherever the need exists. 

After June has ended, you will have three new 
pastors.  It is our wish that you begin to develop 
relationships with them and bless them and allow 
them to bless you.  Extend your hospitality to them in 
your amazing best way. 

 

From Greta’s wonderful prayer: 

“Above all, Lord, remind us that here or there, 
near or far, we are one---one Body.  For there is 
one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and 
one God and Father of all, who is over all, and 
through all, and in all.” 

Pastor Brenda 

How do we say “thanks?” 

The Church Bell - 1st United Methodist Church 

The Church Bell is published on Mondays at least twice a month. If you have a story that you would like to have 
told in the “Bell” or have an event you need help promoting, please contact Clayton Hensley (Director of 
Communications) at chensley@fumc-maryville.org or call 982-1273. Deadlines for submissions to the 
newsletter are on the Friday before publication on Monday.  

You can sign up to receive your “Church Bell” in a digital edition which often includes interactive links and 
“extra” pages.  To receive the digital edition please visit www.1stchurch.org and look for the “Church Bell” tab 
under “Happening at 1st.” 

mailto:chensley@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/happening-at-1st/the-church-bell


Moses and his Israelite 
tribes packed into Asbury 
Hall this week, all of them 
going on a Wilderness 
Escape. This year’s 
Vacation Bible School 
kicked off Sunday night with 
songs and the first Bible 
point of the week, “God is 
with us, so… trust God!”  

 
After a rousing opening celebration and prayer, each tribe 
took time to visit the adventure tents and play some games 
outside.  Each tent came with a lesson in skills that would 
have been needed when Moses and the Israelites spent 
time in the wilderness.  There is a baker, a butter maker, a 
rope maker, a camel herder and much more in this village 
sprawled out across the floor of Asbury Hall.  Moses is also 
on hand to tell a few stories.  VBS runs through Thursday 
night. 
 
You can find pictures from each night of VBS on the church 
Facebook page and at www.1stchurchevents.org.  There 
is also a bulleting board filled with VBS pictures in the 
children’s wing.  
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Ready for Annual Conference 

“Always” serves as this year’s theme for Holston’s 
Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska, NC.  It is based 
on Hebrews 13:8,”Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever.” 
 
Each year, there is a time for focusing on mission.  In 
addition to collecting the food buckets and school kits 
from places like 1st UMC, there is also a Conference 
wide offering.  This year, the mission offering is for 
education in South Sudan.  
 
The goal for the mission offering is $175,000.  The 
money  will address the following needs in this “new” 
nation.  
 
 Greater access to education, especially for girls 
 Post-primary education 
 Support for teachers through training, supplies, and 

scholarships 
 Support for students through school supplies and 

scholarships. 
 
Right now, there is an illiteracy rate of 85% in South 
Sudan and the teacher/student ration is 1:90.  You can 
give to this mission offering by writing your checks to 
First UMC, putting “Mission Offering” in the memo line.  
 
This year, the 1st UMC Praise Band is leading the 
Missions worship service at Annual Conference.  It is on 
Tuesday night (June 10th) and is set to begin at  
7:00 pm.  
 
On Monday morning during the 10:15 am, 
Communications Director, Clayton Hensley will be 
receiving his certificate for completing Leadership 
Holston. Tuesday morning, during the 10:45 am 
session, Larry Carroll will be recognized as part of the 
retirement service.  

Hugs and well wishes 
Hundreds of well wishers packed 
into Wesley Hall this past Sunday 
during a reception for Asa, Ginny, 
Brenda & Larry.   
 
All four will soon be leaving their 
posts here at 1st UMC and going 
on to the next chapters of their 
lives.  

 
During Sunday’s reception, each was presented with a 
painting done by Susan Colclough.  Visitors also left 
dozens of cards and contributed to a love offering for 
these dedicated followers of Christ who have served here 
at 1st UMC for years. 
 
 
If you were unable to 
come to the reception and 
would like to wish them 
well, there is a place on 
the church Facebook 
page to do so.  Larry & 
Brenda’s last Sunday is 
June 8th and Asa’s is 
June 15th. 

Former 1st UMC’er accepts new post Vacation Bible School 

1st News 

The Rev. Eric Doolittle will be taking on a 
new role as campus chaplain at North 
Central College in Naperville, IL.  He is 
one of several ministers who have called   
1st UMC-Maryille their home church.   

Doolittle  is an ordained elder in the 
United Methodist Church.  He has 
served three congregations in the 
Holston Conference, was the chaplain at 
Hiwassee College and was an interim 
Protestant chaplain at Georgetown 
University Law Center in Washington, DC.   

 (Information taken from a North Central College news-release) 

http://www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://www.1stchurchevents.org/photos/
http://www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc


Lessons learned during spring trip  
     It’s been a couple of months since Kelsey Proffitt and 
other youth traveled to Arkansas to experience Heifer 
International’s Global Village.  She saw the trip as a way 
of having fun while at the same time, learning valuable 
lessons.  
      “I learned on this trip that you can not take anything 
for granted,” said Kelsey. “We sleep in our nice warm 
beds every night, and are never hungry, while some 
people in the world are really struggling.  It was a real eye 
opener on how blessed we are.” 
      The Global Village is set up to 
represent impoverished areas of 
places like Appalachia (see picture 
on right), Zambia and Guatemala. 
Everyone, including the adult 
volunteers had to learn how to adapt 
and survive in a variety of 
circumstances including a lack of 
food.  
     “I sometimes complain about 
where or what we eat or what I want to eat and some 
people are starving,” said Kelsey. “ It made me really 
upset that I complain when I have all the food I could ever 
want.” 
 

Habitat for Humanity 

     The drive is underway to recruit YOU to help with 
this summer’s Habitat for Humanity Home Build.  It 
doesn’t matter whether you are good with a hammer 
and nail or a paint brush, there will be a way YOU can 
help. Opportunities include: construction,food 
(lunch),devotions,site coordinator, general “gofer” 
      The goal is to have each volunteer offer at least 
two days during the 6-week mission which begins on 
August 19th and runs through September 30th. Crews 
will work on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Friday and 
Saturday from 7:30 am to 2:30 pm.    
      You can register to volunteer online by visiting 
www.1stchurch.org (under the “Habitat Build” tab).   
Starting next week, the www.1stchurchevents.org 
website will switch focus from VBS to the Habitat Build 
and will be filled with history on past builds, ways to 
donate your time and money, and updated information 
as we near the build.  All volunteers are asked to sign 
up before June 30th.  (forms also available in the 
church office) 
      Contact volunteer coordinator, Don Feather at  
983-6215 or defeather23@att.net for more 
information. Keep watching the worship bulletins and 
the newsletter for more information.   

Our Church FamilyOur Church FamilyOur Church Family   
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Recovery Program 
In Honor or Memory Of           Given by 
Dane McCoy   Andrew & Frances             
    Duggin & Family     
Dane McCoy   Jack & Sharon Raby 
Dane McCoy   Dan & Chris Johnson 
Dane McCoy   Glenn& Jo Ann Doig 
Dane McCoy   Doug & Virginia Hardwick 
Dane McCoy   William & Barbara  
                                                          Steverson 
Dane McCoy   Larry & Lynn Ladd 
Dane McCoy   Richard & Penni Heinsohn 
Dane McCoy   Julia & Jiohn Story 
Dane McCoy   Bill & Sherri Brooks 
Dane McCoy   The Morgan Family 
Dane McCoy   Cheri & Dan Luckhardt 
Dane McCoy   Karl & Sherry Miller 
Dane McCoy   Susan Daves 
Dane McCoy   Larry & Carole Campbell 
Dane McCoy   William & Beverly Creutz 
Dane McCoy   Harold & Gena Damron 
Dane McCoy   Brad &Patsy Lunde 

Bayou Fund 
In Honor or Memory of  Given By 
Brenda & Larry Carroll  Buzz & Lisa Thomas 
Brenda &Larry Carroll  Richard & Mavis Ziegler 
Brenda & Larry Carroll  Doug & Virginia Hardwick 
Jay Reynolds   Doug & Virginia Hardwick 
Bill Mueller   Doug & Virginia Hardwick 

   Music Fund 
In Honor or Memory of  Given By 
Ruth Cochran   Alcoa 25 Year club 

 
  
  

 
 
 
 

Welcome: 
Please extend a welcome to Lisa Blair who joined 1st 

UMC on May 18th! 

Memorials and HonorariumsMemorials and HonorariumsMemorials and Honorariums   

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/habitat-build-2014
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/habitat-build-2014
http://www.1stchurchevents.org/volunteer/


  

Adult Ministries 

THE CHURCH BELL                                                        Page 5 

Joy Singers Choir Tour 
Rehearsal on June 22nd @ 4:00 pm 

Everyone is invited to come see these children 
witness to others through the joy of music.   Here 
are the places YOU can see them on this year’s 
choir tour.   

June 23rd 
9:30 am @ Morningview Village/Maryville 

10:30 am @ Asbury Place/Maryville 
 

June 24th 
10:30 am @ Chandler House Assisted Living         

in  Jefferson City 
 

June 25th  
10:30 am @ Wellington Place/Sevierville 

1:30 PM @ Mountainbrook Village/Sevierville 
 
For more information on the tour please contact: 

 Susan Daves at sdaves@fumc-maryville.org.                   
or call 982-1273 

Choir notes ….. 

This group enjoyed a day at 
Dollywood last Friday.  The 
trip happened as the theme 
park celebrated its “Bluegrass 
and BBQ” festival.  The day 
began with some great music 
followed by lunch at Aunt 

Granny’s. Then, after some more music and fun, the 
group made a stop at the Spotlight Bakery for some 
treats before heading home.  

Digging deeper into the Creation story 
     In Sunday School last week the discussion was on 
important moments in the Creation story from Genesis.   
The class noted there are two distinct stories in Genesis  
1 & 2.  This Sunday the class will revisit the Genesis story 
and discuss how science enhances our understanding of 
Creation.  This should be fun discussion filled with many 
interesting questions.  
     Then, on June 15th, the focus will be on violence, 
suffering and other troubles in our scriptures.  All of this 
happens, Sunday mornings at 9:15 in room 118. 

     Are you looking for 
some good food and a 
chance to swap great 
stories?  If so, why not 
check out the Men’s 
Connection here at 1st UMC? 
     The group meets once a month at the 
Asbury Place Bistro (in the Clubhouse).  ALL 
men are welcome to be a part of the group.   
The next meeting is coming up on Monday, 
June 9th at 11:30 in the morning. Contact 
Ron Werker at rwerker@bellsouth.net for more 
information.  

Special request 

Throughout the year, there are dozens of 
special receptions and events held at the 
church.  While there are some silver trays and 
crystal serving dishes, there is a need for 
more.   If you happen to be working to 
downsize your collection would you consider 
donating these serving platters and bowls to 
the church?   Just contact Patsy Lunde at 
plunde@mplnet.com or call the church office 
at 982-1273, if you have something to donate.  

“You are never too old to set another goal or 
to dream a new dream.” C.S. Lewis  

     The Young Adults are preparing for leadership 
change along with the rest of the congregation. This 
program in the life of the church has wonderful 
leadership and is working to provide ministry for 
younger adults in our congregation.  
     If you are a young adult and are looking for a place 
to be in ministry or if you know of young adults 
looking for a place to have community- this is a great 
place to be. As this ministry moves forward the 
leadership is excited about having fun together and 
excited to find meaningful opportunities to serve the 
church and the community in the name of Christ. We 
need your voice, your talents, and your hearts to help 
us in our efforts.  
     You can contact Asa through the end of June for 
more information about this exciting ministry at            
1st UMC, Maryville! 

mailto:sdaves@fumc-maryville.org
mailto:rwerker@bellsouth.net
mailto:plunde@mplnet.com
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Sunday, June 1st 
(Last Sunday) 

Preschool – 4th Grade  
The promise of the Holy Spirit 

Bible Verses– Acts 1:1-8 
Tweens 

God’s Power (Elijah ascends to heaven) 

 
Sunday, June 8th 

(This Sunday) 
Preschool – 4th Grade  

Pentecost 
Bible Verses—Acts 2:1-41 

Tweens 
God’s Care (Elisha and the food miracle) 

 
Sunday, June 15th 

(Next Sunday) 
Preschool – 4th Grade  

Proclaim with Boldness (Peter & John) 
Bible Verses– Acts 4:1-22 

Tweens 
God’s Truth (Jeremiah is protected) 

 
                  

 
 www.growproclaimserve.com 

What your children are learning? 

    All e-mails end with @fumc-Maryville.org                     
unless otherwise  noted.                   

            Phone: 865-982-1273 

 

Staff Member   Email                    Extension 
Brenda Carroll  brendac           111                              
Larry Carroll  lecarroll65@gmail.com          106                                
Asa Majors rev.asa.lee@gmail.com         107                                                             
Chris Lee clee          116 
Mark Blodgett  mblodgett           103                              
Clayton Hensley chensley          100                                                  
Ginny West Case           ginny.w.case@gmail.com      105                             
Terry Wilson  sacmusic           109                             
Susan Daves  sdaves           110                                                            
Denise Johns  djohns           113                              
Jane Sanders  jsanders           101                          
Stephen Nelson             1stumyouth@gmail.com         202                                                                                                   
Amelia Geis ameliageis@yahoo.com                                        
Dwain Pesterfield  DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Paul Brown Sherri Justice Bryan Holder 
 

Website: www.1stchurch.org 

1st UMC Staff 

It takes dozens of volunteers to make Vacation Bible 
School the exciting event that it is.  Each night, these 
dedicated people make sure your children learn each 
day’s lesson, participate in the numerous activities and 
get in on the fun themselves!   If you see any VBS 
volunteers,  be sure and tell them “THANKS” for making 
the Wilderness Escape such a great event.  

Vacation  
Bible  

School  
2014 

http://www.1stchurch.org


 
Sunday, June 8, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
  4:30 PM  Youth Praise Band 
  6:00 PM  Youth, 152  
  6:30 PM  12 Steps for Christians,213 
Monday, June 9, 2014 
  7:00 PM  Scout Parent Meeting, Asbury Hall 
Tuesday, June 10, 2014 
11:00 AM  Lunch for 60 plus, 215 
   6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall  
   7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Wednesday, June 11, 2014 

 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM  Worship, Asbury Hall 

       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned rooms) 
    7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249  
Thursday, June 12, 2014 
   5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
   6:30 PM  Trustees, 214 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
   7:00 PM  VFW 10855, 254 
Saturday, June 14, 214 
  9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 

 

        HAPPENING AT  

Sunday commitments for Sunday 6/8/14 
(Larry & Brenda’s last Sunday) 

Prepare for Worship 
Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34,35b 
(UMH 826)               
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
John 7:37-39 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Brenda (414-8493) 
or Larry (414-8494) 
Parsonage (233-2712) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 

       Bookie Reynolds 
       Jerry & Hiliah Corbin 
  

 10:30 The Crossing 

  Don & Marsha McPherson 
      Kirt & Julie Lowe 
 

 10:30 Traditional 

      Brad & Patsy Lunde 
      Roy & Jenny Hutto 
 
 
Acolytes: 
Ashten Nickerson 
Drew Barton 
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Sunday, June 15, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional,  
  4:30 PM  Youth Praise Band  
  6:00 PM  Youth, 152 
  6:30 PM  12 Steps for Christians,213 
Monday, June 16, 2014 
10:00 AM  Book Club, 216 
Tuesday, June 17, 2014 
11:00 AM  Tuesday Lunch for 60+, 215 
  6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Wednesday, June 18, 2014 

 Recovery at Maryville 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM  Worship, Asbury Hall 

       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned rooms) 
   7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249 
Thursday, June 19, 2014 
   5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Saturday, June 21, 2014   
   9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbuy Hall 
 

Prepare for Worship 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
Psalm 8 (UMH 743)               
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Brenda (414-8493) 
or Larry (414-8494) 
Parsonage (233-2712) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 

      Fran & Bill Beaty 
      Bruce Kerr 
 

 10:30 The Crossing  

      John & Julie Elder 
      Russ & Callen Parsley   
    
10:30 Traditional 
     Jane Pesterfield 
      Janet Harville 
     Steve & Claudia Hutsell 
    
Acolytes: 
Josef & Isabella Morstatt 
 

Sunday commitments for Sunday 6/15//14 

Happy Father’s Day 
June 15th! 

The church office will be closed on  
Friday, June 20th! 
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As you can see, Vacation Bible School 

has been a big hit with the kids (and 

the adults).  There are plenty more 

pictures to see.  Here’s where you go 

to find them.  

The Church Facebook page 

www.1stchurchevents.org 

www.1stchurch.org 

 

http://www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://www.1stchurchevents.org
http://www.1stchurch.org


Wishing Larry, Brenda, Asa & Ginny well in the next 
chapter of their lives.  Thanks for all you have done! 


